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minstrel blood 

Love Women or Die: Are We 

An 
Endangered Species: 

"Women are versatile, tough and 

contain within their variability all 
that falls within the range of 
normal. .. Women's lack of 
choosiness about who may be 
called a woman strengthens the 

impression that women do not see 

their sex as quite real, and suggests 
that perhaps they too identify 
themselves as the not-male, the 

other, any other. 
" 

? Germaine Greer in The Whole Woman 

Whether you're shaking your 
head in disbelief or nodding in recogni 
tion depends on how closely you've 
been paying attention to mass media and 

the other signifiers of pop culture and 

taste. 

Shocking, but not surprising, 
absurd and yet appalling, persistent and 

unambiguous evidence of one-dimen 
sional female value speaks volumes 

about where we stand in the eyes, that 

is, the "gaze", of boy power brokers and 
their male-identified running-dog trend 
setters. The fact is that men still rule 

the world and guess what! Their 

priorities haven't changed all that much 

during the four decades we thought we 

were giving them what-for to get our 

fair share. 
For example, do you know that 

beauty pageants currently provide more 

scholarships for women than any other 

single source? They, more than any 
other single institution in the USA, give a 

gal's career the best boost, provide the 
best contacts and offer the best net 

working opportunities a woman can 

hope for, as any beauty contestant will 
affirm. 

And speaking of scholarships, what 

about education? Women fought tooth 
and nail to establish "Women's Studies" 
to finally get some attention focused on 

themselves for a change, and the men 

who didn't get 
-- and didn't want to get 

-- feminism said, "Okay you win, 

enough about me, what do YOU think 

about me?", after which they rounded 

up their lackeys and hauled in 

Postmodern Social Deconstructionism, 

"Queer" and "Gender" Theory(s), and 

whatever academic claptrap they could 

get their curricula around to erase 

Lesbians and override women. "Identity 
politics," "cultural feminism," "mascu 

Unities," and whatever scholarly gobble 

dygook they could get their jargon 
around pretended it actually meant 

something. And for the most part, it 

worked. Brilliantly! 
Here's one example: The other day 

I was reading a Smith College Women's 
Studies Newsletter. Smith, founded 

exclusively to educate women, is now 

predictably 
-- co-educational. The front 

page feature story about an upcoming 
"Queer Studies Symposium" was 

crammed with questions, leading with, 

the quality of women's and men's lives . 

.. " Why? Because it's no longer cool 
to focus on women without including 

you-know-who. Sure, biological 
women are still around, but more and 
more they appear as handmaidens in 

fancy new dress to help and support 
(ho-hum) men of all genders. 

Carolyn Gage, the brilliant Lesbian 

writer, thinker and actor, reflects on 

how the practice of "cultural diversifica 
tion" has successfully eliminated the 

ability of many non-white, non-male 

that she refused to return to a campus 

rape survivor's meeting because her 

rapist attended them. And this is how 

"diversity" and "inclusion" works: at the 

expense of women, Lesbians and gay 
men. 

Smoke and mirror games are 

perpetrated by those who mean to be in 
control when the smoke clears. Deliber 

ately sloppy language promotes weak 
minds and fuzzy thinking. Notice how 

"politically incorrect" has been cor 

rupted to mean "cool" when it used to 

identify racism, homophobia and 

women-hating. "Discrimination" 

originally meant sorting the good from 
the less good, an honorable term twisted 
to describe dishonorable white racism. 
The euphemistic "ethnic cleansing" went 

unchallenged by corporate media who 
then adopted it to describe what in fact 

was "ethnic assault." In this ersatz 
universe we substitute "pre-owned" for 
"used" and "replacement worker" for 
"scab." 

Closer to home, the "Lesbian 

Avengers" have, to the horror and 

disgust of their founding mothers, led 

onslaughts targeting the "womyn-born" 
policies of long-time Lesbian institutions 
in Chicago, Michigan and elsewhere. 

They failed because of strong commu 

nity resistance and steadfast determina 
tion to preserve the few remaining 
sacred women's spaces. "Lesbian 

Avengers" now "avenge" man-made 

"Lesbians" over the objections of 
women-born Dykes in the name of 
"non-discrimination" and "inclusion." 

In Lesbian community, "diversity" 
used to be code for the coming together 
of Lesbians from a variety of racial, 
ethnic and class backgrounds. But now 
those labels indicate the "inclusion" of 

? 
you guessed it: "nice" men, "sup 

portive" men, "curious" men, "question 
ing" men, ex-men, and anyone with a 

"sexual minority" credential. In fact, it's 

getting to the point where anyone who is 

oppressed for any reason can stake a 

claim to womanhood according to those 
who define "woman" as "victim." Next 

thing you know, they'll be taking over 
the pageants 

? and how will our beauty 
queens be able to get a higher education 
when THAT happens? 

continued on page 18 

"Diversity" used to be code for the 

coming together of Lesbians from a 

variety of racial, ethnic and class 

backgrounds. But now those labels 
indicate the "inclusion" of "nice" 

men, "supportive" men, "curious" 

men, ex-men... 

"What is Queer Studies?". Good 

question! Had they asked me I could 
have told them that it's the harbinger of 
death for Women's Studies. 

The article then proceeded with, 
"What does the study of lesbian/gay/ 
bisexual/transgender/queer people have 
to offer students?", followed by a series 
of questions, none of which contained 

the word "women." If not for a single, 
solitary reference to the sponsoring 
"Women's Studies" Department, the 
"w" word would not have appeared on 

the page at all. Naturally, because 

"Queer" and "Gender" really have little 
to do with women except as a fashion 
able way to disappear them, and my 

guess is that Smith's Women's Studies' 

days are numbered. 
Like the University of California 

San Francisco Women's Studies 

Department which was replaced by the 
"Center for Gender Equity 

" 
not long 

ago. Their stated goal is to "Enhance 

groups to gather without the presence of 
"curious" others. 

After a year as guest lecturer at 
a small, elite New England college, she 

reports that in this overwhelmingly 
white, upper-middle-class environment, 
"The students of color ... are not 
allowed to have their own organizations, 
and because a background in multi 
culturalism is considered a corporate 
credential these days, the white students 
consider it part of their education to 

attend events and meetings highlighting 
other cultures." 

She goes on to draw parallels with 
disabled and Jewish groups who are 

unable to meet privately on campus 
without the risk of drop-ins from 
"curious" and "just questioning" able 
bodied or non-Jewish students. Survi 
vors of rape are likewise obliged to 

accept anyone who shows up at their 

meetings. A student at the New Paltz 
State University of New York told me 
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Minstrel Blood 
continued from page 9 

And speaking of queens, our gay 
bretheren also find themselves being 
displaced. Radical, role-defying faeries 
have been with us since pixies first 
cavorted in the ancient forests. But 

lately, the heirs of the honorable spritely 
heritage are being elbowed into the 

"gender displaced," "gender different," 
or "gender whatever" categories, 
whether they like it or not. And butches 
now find themselves suddenly "per 

forming masculinities" instead of 

carrying on a fine old regular roguish 
Dyke tradition like they thought they 
were doing. Even Joan of Arc has been 
snatched and designated 
"transgendered" because she insisted on, 
and was murdered for, wearing trou 
sers. 

Say, what's going on here?! Who 
wants us back in our old sex-roles? Or 
the "new" old sex-roles? Who wants to 
"fix" homosexuality with "gender re 

assignment" surgery, drugs, hormones, 

religion, whatever works to keep us in 
line and off the barricades? 

Why, it's that sly rascal "patriar 

chy," the inventor of boy/girl stereo 

types and creator of beauty pageants. 
It's Father Superior attempting to reign 
in his liberated, unruly offspring dancing 
to their own drummer for too many 
years, that sneaky old puppet master 

pulling our strings, replaying the same 

old song disguised in a catchy new 

arrangement. (Pay no attention to that 
man behind the curtain!) 

A closer look reveals that men still 
rule and women still serve via the 

patriarchal "reversals" Mary Daly 
unmasked for us 30 years ago. We 

recognize the trendy, sexualized, hard 
sell state of the art technology, compli 
ments of corporate media which 
reduces women to beauty contestant or 

invisibility. 
Small wonder the younger genera 

tion believes that feminism is outdated: 
a flannel-shirted, Birkenstocked relic that 
once may have begat the "full" equality 
they now "enjoy." Postmodern social 
deconstructionists say it, "Gender" and 

"Queer" theory assume it, mainstream 
media publishes feminism's obituary 
regular as clockwork, and women-only 
events ? marked with the "politically 
correct" kiss of death ? are regarded as 

quaint and pointless. It seems that along 
with Dykes and faeries, women 

centered values have gone the way of 
the electric typewriter, while the action 
is with whatever poses no real threat to 
civilization as we know it. 

Oh! Am I out of touch with our 

brave, new "post feminist" world? Well, 
ex-CUSE me, but I just can't help 
getting excited about what we used to 

call women-identified, women-loving 
women, about groundbreaking Lesbian 
conversations and Lesbian possibility. I 

just happen to know how great it feels 
and how much fun we have together. 
And how important we truly are. 

by alixdobkin 
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