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struggle_ 

strike! 
by Bonnie McFadden 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN - For the past 
month, the Women's Liberation Coalition 
of Michigan Employment Comr.ittee has 
worked with striking clerical workers at 
the Fruehauf Trailer Company in Detroit. 
The strikers, 80% of whom are women, or 

ganized their local and won a National 
Labor Relations Board election in May of 
1969. Since that time, however, Frue 
hauf has refused to negotiate with them 
and has tried to break their union. 

In November the women took to the 

picket line to try to force Fruehauf to 

bargain. The company refused and hired 
scabs to replace the strikers with the 

help of the Detroit Police Department. 
At one point, the company called in 200 

police armed with carbines and riot ba 
tons to protect the scabs and battle the 
strikers. The elder women declare the 

police violence against the strikers is 

comparable only to that which accompan 
ied the formation of the UAW in the 
1930's and '40's. 

The strikers believe that the com 

pany is determined to break their strike 
because they are women and clerical 
workers. Although the rren in Fruehauf 

production plants are unionized, none of 
the clerical workers in any Fruehauf of 
fice has ever had a union. This is true 
of most companies 

- and this is the rea 
son Fruehauf is trying so hard to stop 
them. Likewise, the Detroit newspapers 
have refused to print articles about the 
strike because they fear their own em 

ployees will try to organize. 
The women first organized the local 

because they were sick and tired of dis 
crimination against them on wages, bene 
fits and promotions. According to one 
woman,"Men are paid more than women for 
the same job, and some jobs are not open 
to women at all." Another said, "Women 
have been laying down and taking it for 
too long. It's time we stood up and 

fwght for our rights.11 $*d this is 
jttst what th t Fruehauf typgffer* are doing i 

I 

A Woman's Rhyme 

Sea dream people are we 
Prism of your tears 

We are the image on the prow 
Chrism of your fears 

Made of your enamel, with no thought of what is free 

Seafaring people are you 
The borders of our earth 

You are the hand upon the prow 
The orders at our birth, 

Formed in our confusion, the judge of what is true. 

Anne Sheldon 

forum series 
WASHINGTON: Women's Liberation in Wash 

ington is sponsoring a 12-session forum 
series at the Free University. Topics 
include the socialization of women, sex 

uality, the family, the quality of life 
in our environment, work and the strug 
gles of the working class, women and 
racism, women's history, and our future. 

The forums are given on Tuesdays 
from 8-10 at the Montgomery County Jun 
ior College in Tacoma Park, Maryland 
and Thursdays from 8-10 at the Institute 
for Policy Studies, 1520 New Hampshire 
Avenue, NW in Washington. Women, chil 
dren and men are welcome at both courses. 

north Carolina 

by Paula Goldsmid 

CHAPEL HILL: The Durham-Chapel Hill 

Raleigh Female Liberation groups have 
decided that requests from the media for 
interviews or story material will be re 
fused unless they write the story and 
approve it in its final form. Misrep 
resentation of the movement, misquota 
tion, and the creation of "instant 
leaders" by the media precipitated the 
decision. 

The seven groups in the area re 

cently opened a center in Chapel Hill 
and are planning meetings, actions, and 

workshops for International Women's Day. 
Ongoing activities include weekly campus 
literature tables, work on the General 
Electric strike in Hickory, and writing 
and illustrating non-sexist books for 
children. 

lysistrata day 
by Conni Bille Finnerty 

P^lADELPWyV: March 14 has been design 
nated Lysist^at^ Day by the Nation*?- As 
sociation for Repeal of Abortion Laws 
(NARAL) and will be observed by demon 
strations, rallies, and theater skits 
across the nation. 

Activities will center on the in 

justice of abortion laws that deny wo 
men control over their own bodies and 

place them at the mercy of hospital com 
mittees or quacks. Many women will, as 
in the play Lysistrata by Aristophanes, 
take an oath to avoid the companionship 
of men for one day in order to impress 
them with the hypocrisy of the male 
made abortion laws and the profundity 
of the feeling of women about them. 

Activities will vary with local 
situations. Some of those planned in 
clude distribution of abortion counsel 

ing information, disclosure of local 

hospital practices and denunciation of 
state laws. At some rallies, women who 
have had experience with abortion will 

speak. For more information and help 
in planning your demonstration contact 

NARAL, 250 West 57th St, New York. 

conference in 
lexington 
by Charlotte Bunch-Weeks 

LEXINGTON: On January 23 over 200 wo 
men from Ohio, Indiana, Tennessee, and 

Kentucky gathered at the University of 
Kentucky for the Lower Mid-West Women's 
Liberation Movement Conference. 

For most in the group of house 
wives, students, secretaries, and pro 
fessionals, this was their first region 
al conference. The group was dominated 

by the desire to end the isolation felt 
in their local groups and to get new 
ideas for action. 

After an opening speech by Marlene 
Dixon discussion centered on local group 
activities, and the problems of organiz 
ing and elitism in the movement. Sat 
urday was spent in workshops and inform 
al conversations about goals, analysis, 
strategies, and programs for the liber 
ation of women. Two media shows were 
viewed as possible organizing tools: 
"Look Out Girlie, Women's Liberation is 
Gonna Get Your Mama" made by Oberlin wo 
men and a show made by Bread and Roses. 

southern 
female rights 
by Roxanne Dunbar and Martha Atkins 

NEW ORLEANS: The Southern Female Rights 
Union has published a list of six de 
mands for women. The areas covered in 
clude free non-compulsory childcare, a 

guaranteed annual income for each indi 

vidual, an end to sexual discrimination 
in the job market, free self-defense 
instruction for all women, the develop 
ment of safe contraceptives, and an end 
to the discriminatory models of women 

presented by the media. 
The demands were made to the power 

structure in this country on behalf of 
all women. Since those in power are not 

going to give away their power over wo 

me?, we women ragst fight and act upon 
our demands. Their satisfaction will 
be costly to business and government, 
but it is women who pay now--in life 
times of unpaid labor spent in psycho 
logical and physical dependency on men. 
Each of the demands encompasses an 

important area of women's lives. Women 
are those primarily and ultimately re 

sponsible for children in our society; 
it is they, not men, who are restricted 
by the lack of tree childcare. Women 
are also held ultimately responsible 
for society's unwanted children and 
have been forced to rely on medically 
unsafe contraceptives. Women, not men, 
are developing cancer and blood clots 
from the pill. The guaranteed annual 
income for each individual will free wo 
men from intolerable marriages and en 

trapment in the welfare system. 
In a society that has become in 

creasingly violent women must be pro 
vided the instruction that will enable 
them to defend themselves, and free 
them from dependency on men for their 

protection. An end to job discrimina 
tion would free women to fulfill them 
selves in work of their choice--not 

society's choice for them. The demand 
for a change in the way the media de 

picts women is basic for us and for men 
to see ourselves in new ways, and for 
children to have new models to identify 
with. The fulfillment of these demands 

depends on us. Only through action will 
we gain new lives. 

10/February'27, 1970/off our backs 
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