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conference 

pornography is violence against women 
Pornography tells us that women are hot, 

juicy cunts, receptacles for come, things to 
be battered and bound. It objectifies us as 
playboyesque sex toys, humiliates us as rape 
victims, mutilates us as pieces of meat?all 
for a sexual turn on. The theme is standard; 
women enjoy and seek out pain, even if it cul 
minates in degradation or annihilation. Fem 
inists and social psychologists alike have 
been exploring the dangerous notions that per 
meate and are perpetuated by pornography. 

Researchers Donnerstein and Malamuth 
joined Florence Rush and other New York, Chi 
cago and Pittsburgh feminists to examine por 
nography as an issue of violence against wom 
en on May 17 at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Women Against Sexist Violence in Pornography 
and Media organized the event that drew about 
150 people from a variety of backgrounds, pol 
itical perspectives, and lifestyles for an ex 
change of knowledge about the reality of por 
nography?that it embraces and depends upon 
female masochism, that it is violence dis 
guised as sex, that it encflurages real viol 
ence against women. 

The organizing group, formerly known as 
Pittsburgh Women Against Pornography, recently 
changed the name for several reasons. Many 
leftists, progressives and feminists seemed 
leery of the pornography issue. Much of that 
confusion was due to inferences made from the 
name. The new name clearly disassociates the 
group from right wing forces concerned with 
the issue, acts as a statement of self-deter 
mination while maintaining a link with the 
women against violence against women movement, 
and attempts greater accuracy in making the 
feminist reasons for objecting to pornography 
more readily evident, 

men expose men on women 
- is it ethical? 

Two of the three featured speakers were 
Dr. Edward Donnerstein and Dr. Neil Malamuth. 
Some feminists objected to having male academ 
icians address a women's issue. To be sure, 
men are the ones afforded opportunity for aca 
demic and professional advancement often den 
ied women, are the ones given the funding many 
feminists so dearly desire, and are officially 
sanctioned as experts on women's issues. Al 
though the tradition of men telling women what 
we have long known and espoused about our 
selves is distasteful, we must seize and 
spread the data this pioneering research is 
producing, data that substantiates our know 
ledge and our politics beyond our own circles 
and out into the mainstream. Science has his 
torically ignored women, and that invisibility 
continues to be both the norm and our enemy. 
Donnerstein and Malamuth have helped unmask 
the male charade of what pornography is and 
does to women. In that process, they credit 
and consult both national feminist figures and 
those feminists from their own communities who 
are victim/survivor advocates and counselors. 

Donnerstein^ a social psychologist at the 
Univ. of Wisconsin, is best known for work on 
male aggression and is currently a consultant 
on the effects of child pornography in Den 
mark. The bulk of his research indicates that 
the relationship between pornographic (or "ag 
gressive erotic" as he names it for "scienti 
fic credibility") depictions of women and real 
violence against women is more and more dir 
ect. ? 

Donnerstein said that past connections be 
tween legalized pornography and rape showed 
rape on the decrease. With the advent of an 
increase in violence juxtaposed with sex, how 
ever, there is now a corresponding increase in 
rape as well. In his own laboratory experi 
ments, he studies "normal" college men who 
were shown films and then given the opportun 
ity to aggress against women with simulated 
electric shocks. The films were neutral (a 
David Susskind show tape), erotic (explicit 

A PITTSBURGH 

Conference on Pornography s 
A Feminist Perspective i, 

^^^^^^^ ^^HB^^ .^tffll^^^ ^-^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ .^^^^^^^^^ .^^^^^^^^^ ^^^H^^^^^ ^^ V^^^^ k 

^^K^^s ^^H^^^r ^ t 

sexuality involving mutuality and lacking ag 
gression), and aggressive erotic (a woman 
raped by a man with a gun). Results indicated 
that the aggressive erotic film increased ag 
gression by males on females. He emphasized 
that, in addition to these findings, there is 
the problem of long-term sexist attitudes to 
ward women because--and this includes the cen 

terfold/sex toy genre--"once someone is objec 
tified, it does become progressively easy to 
aggress against that person." 

Malamuth, also a social psychologist, is 
from the Univ. of Manitoba in Canada, and has 
been engaged in work that focuses on the effect 
of exposure to both hardcore pornography and 
popular films on male viewers. His research 
includes both laboratory and field studies of 
violent sexual fantasies, movies and attitudes 
that encourage violence against women. 

Malamuth, in lab experiments, found that 
rapists and normal men are very similar in 
that "normals" display the same physiological 
responses to violent pornography, and that 
"normals" say in significant numbers that they 
would rape if they thought they could get away 
with it. The difference between them, he 
noted, seems to be the social skill in manag 
ing their aggressive responses. In field 
studies, he was concerned with feminist con 
tention that mass media sexual violence has 
a negative effect on attitude and behavior. 
Subjects attended feature length movies, re 
plete with rape myths, that were not X rated: 
Lina Wertmuller's Swept Away and The Getaway 
starring Ali McGraw and Steve McQueen. He as 
serted that these movies were especially insi 
dious because of their overall cultural accep 
tability. Results showed that "exposure to 
the films increased male subjects' acceptance 
of interpersonal violence against women... 
while women tended to be less accepting of 
interpersonal violence and rape myths." 

Both researchers intend to continue their 
work and encouraged women at the conference 
to keep anecdotal records to document the con 
nections between pornography and crimes 
against women and children. (Contact WASV/PM 
for reproductions of their papers.) 

women and children first in porn 
Florence Rush, psychiatric social worker 

and feminist activist, has been concerned with 
the exploitation and eroticization of children 
for 25 years. Her book, Best Kept Secrets: 
Sexual Abuse of Children, which documents his 
torical, political, social and religious con 
texts in which children have been abused, 
will be released this September by Prentice 
Hall. 

To men, Rush pointed out, girls are women 
of smaller dimension whose purpose is to push 
products or to be sexually accessible. The 
media exploitation and eroticization of chil 
dren appears in the likes of Pretty Baby, the 
movie patterned after an actual 12-year-old 
prostitute, in the work of Guy de Maupassant 
where he has his father assist his son rape 
a child in a humorous fashion, or in main 
stream advertising where a child sports a t 
shirt with the word "Caress" across the bosom 
to sell soap. 

Rush attacked the 1970 President's Commis 
sion Study on Obscenity that said, "pedophilia 
is outside the interest of pornography" and 
"the use of pre-pubescent children is almost 

nonexistent." There are; she clarified, in 
actuality 250 child pornography publications 
today on the market; there are, in actuality, 
avante garde publications that promote films 
entitled "Infant Love, Children and Sex, 
Adults Balling Children...ad nauseam." Rush 
feels that the Commission was concerned with 
the effects of porn on the consumer, men, but 
not on the items consumed, women and children. 
She drove the point home as she said, "Unlike 
hair dyes and cigarettes, the items consumed 
in pornography are not inanimate objects but 
live women and children who are degraded and 
abused in the process." (Ms. Rush's papers, 
"Child Pornography," "The Freudian Cover Up," 
and "Sexual Abuse of Children" are also avail 
able from WASV/PM.) 

workshops 
Women worked through morning and after 

noon sessions to distinguish erotica from por 
nography in an attempt to move closer toward 
generating a feminist body of thought as op 
posed to being locked into traditional patri 
archal views. The nature of pornography, as 
it relates to woman battering, was examined 
by analyzing male power in terms of dominance 
and physical force. The ways in which rape 
myths are actually and violently acted out to 
keep women and children vulnerable for male 
sexual arousal were also discussed. 

Contemporary attitudes toward pornography 
were revealed not as liberating, but as main 
taining the puritan thought of Victorian times 
--with pornographers the ones who make sex a 
dirty business. Lesbians looked at their own 
sexuality in context of a male dominated cul 
ture in order to understand how the ideology 
of pornography sometimes spills over into their 
lives. Women saw sexism, the primary porno 
graphic ingredient, as one promoted through 
fairytales and love comics, the earlier coun 
terpart to adult porn, with the result the 
same--male/female scripts for inadequate and 
dichotomous roles. First Amendment absolut 
ists*, right-wing, and radical feminist philo 
sophies were discussed along with free market 
strategies to combat pornography and preserve 
freedom of speech. In a self-defense demon 
stration, women stressed the importance of 
working against the victim image by making it 
as difficult for a man to attack a woman as 
it is for a man to attack a man. 

strange bedfellows? 

Right-wing presence at the conference was 
anticipated but not noticed. By now we know 
that the association of right-wing politics 
with the pornography issue is one constantly 
dragged before feminists who oppose pornogra 
phy. It is clear that any issue concerning 
feminists (abortion, sexuality, family, etc.) 
will also concern the Right?us because we 
want to free women's bodies, them because they 
want to colonize women's bodies under the sta 
tus quo. No feminist effort should be dis 
couraged because of right-wing interest. Think 
what might happen if the abortion issue were 
left- to them! 

includes those who adhere strictly to 
the Constitution's First Amendment to the 
point of questioning even picketing, boycott 
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_conference 

WASV/PM is convinced that the Right is 
interested in us because they need our know 
ledge to fuel their fiery anti-pornography ar 

guments as a means to push legislation. In 

Pittsburgh, feminists have been forced to con 
front the legislation problem in recent months. 
WASV/PM representatives testified at hearings 
on Pa. Senate Bill 1090, legislation that used 
usual terms that make feminists cringe (ero 
tic, sexually explicit, nudity) along with 
usual repressive homophobic passages. The 
Senate bill would have banned the display and 
sale of sexually explicit material and aids 
(to protect adolescents) such as vibrators and 
dildos without mentioning sadomasochistic 
<jear. The group went on record at the hear 
ing and in the press as opposing any such le 
gislation, and took an anti-porn position that 

emphasized the feminist perspective without 
threatening civil liberties. Radical feminists 
and the riiht wing are not bedfellows, strange 
or otherwise, and that is a clear and present 
difference! 

where do we go from here? 
Women Against Sexist Violence in Porno 

graphy and Media has made a concerted effort 
to recruit radical feminists while welcoming 
any woman willing to work on the issue from 
a feminist perspective. Some women have made 
their entrance to feminism in leaps and bounds 
through this issue where the personal is still 
the very political. 

Ongoing activities are both educational 
and confrontational. Women educate the public 
through media appearances and slide show pre 
sentations at every opportunity in the metro 
politan area and are available to neighboring 
states. Direct action has been successfully 
taken against store displays, television, mag 
azines and other media. Plans are on the 
drawing board for organizing neighborhood wom 
en to mount a campaign against a major drug 
chain. WASV/PM has been and will continue to 
channel energy into keeping a strong and uni 
fied sense of community among womenin order 
to avoid the backlash experienced by similar 
groups in other cities. We hope other groups 
do the same. (For further information or to 
request materials, contact Women Against Sex 
ist Violence in Pornography and Media at P0 
Box 7172, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 or leave a 
taped message at (412) 856-7797.) 

by andrena zawinski 
Zawinski was one of the conference organizers\ 

lesbians and pornography 
Facilitator comments and statements are 

excerpted from the tape of the workshop he 
cause of length and because much of the aud 

ience ir ;eraction was too inaudible to accur 

ately quote. Workshop facilitators were Dana 
Lobell and Renee Mittler from Women Against 
Pornography in New York City. 

andrena zawinskiy ed. 

R: We want to talk about lesbian images in 
pornography and what heterosexual males find 
appealing about them in terms of myths por 
trayed about lesbians. We want to talk also 
about our own sexuality and relationships, how 
we feel about what porn does to us. 
D: I think there is this wish that we could 
say it doesn't affect us because we're not 
straight women--that we don't consume it and 
it therefore doesn't affect us. I think that 
is being really simplistic. Because we are 
women in this society, we do at some level all 
buy into it and it affects us all. 
R: I" this pornography, the women, even 
thou;, uhey are touching, are not really 
touching. This seems to be the main differ 
ence between porn and any kind of erotica 
women are trying to create. There is no 
touching, no relationship, and it is evident 
that it is very unreal. 
D: Another thing commonly found is sadomaso 
chism, the idea that lesbian relationships are 
about power trips the same way male/female re 
lationships in porn are about power trips. 
So you find one woman dressed in leather with 
her boot at another's breast, or in something 
called Sapphic Slave, one huddles in the cor 
ner as the other towers over her and petrifies 
her--this is the image porn projects about 
lesbian sexuality. 
R: Men find this appealing because they see 
themselves as saviors. They are going to res 
cue women from a pitiful fate of sleeping witt 
women. The reason why they think we sleep 
with women is because they haven't found the 
right man, and that man can then personalize 
it and say he is the right man, very egotis 
tical and misogynist. Women are like a spare 
tire, viewed the same way men view masturba 
tion. 

D: The porn magazine, Very Special Delivery, 
reads: "Men, I hate men. I guess that's be- ? 
cause I like them too much or something. All 
I know is that when I meet a guy and have sex 
and all, I think I finally got something to 
gether when he makes up some excuse to shine 
on me. I get so mad at men in general that I 
don't want anything to do with them. But I 
still have all my usual sexual needs. When 
I don't want to have sex with guys, I get it 
from women. Janet, my roommate, is a con 
firmed LEZ, but she respects me to leave me 
alone when I'm going with a man. At least 
she's always there when I need some loving and 
don't have a boyfriend." 
D: Another reason men find these images ap 
pealing is voyeurism. The whole idea seems 
to be double your pleasure, watch two women 
instead of one. In these images of lesbian 
women, women wear the traditional high heels 
and stockings; they look like all other porn 
models. In this culture, there exists a ster 
eotype of what dyke looks like and that's not 
IT! Even men must know on some level that 
this is total bullshit. 
R: As men degrade all types of women?Black 
women, Asian women?lesbians come in for their 
share. All the myths we have about these wom 
en are exploded in pom. Pornography mirrors 
myths about women. 
D: When you look at White Women by Helmet 
Newton, a chic coffee table art book, one wom 
an is always dominant and the other submis 
sive. They're portrayed as violent. It tells 
lies about lesbians like lesbians are the ones 
who rape. The movie Windows is certainly an . 

example of that. As we look at lesbian images, 
if you can call them that, it is as with heter 
osexual porn quite clear that the reason for all 
this is to degrade women. Now, instead of havir 
a man degrade a woman, the women degrade each o1 
er. 

R: The real heart of the issue may be for us 
how we feel about the pornographic mentality. 
It is a difficult issue involving fantasy, our 
own self-perception, role playing and actual 
lesbian sadomasochism. In our own fantasies, 
sometimes power imbalances exist. A lot of 
women feel bothered by it. Others feel if they 
get turned on by it that it's okay. 

in A Woman's I ouch, many pt tne stones are 

quite erotic and then some our S & M. For ex 

ample, in one of these, three women act on fan 
tasies to dispel fears they have about the fan 
tasies. They seem to be saying it is cathar 
tic. A lot of the philosophy of the S & M 
movement is that two people consent to it and 
the M can control it. 

D: The lesbian S & M movement is a growing and 
organized one, especially in San Francisco" 
One of the leaders, Pat Califia, who has a 
slave, wrote the article, "The New Puritans," 
which was published in the paper The Advocate. 
One of her arguments is that she doesn't want 
anyone taking her fist fucking magazines from 
her. I think it is very interesting to note 
that most articles on this appear in primarily 
gay male publications. It seems to make a lot 
of sense since gay men tend to like porn, have 
a stake in it, and reinforce these attitudes 
to their advantage. This is again our coloni 
zation, women being taken over by gay men in 
stead of straight men. 
R: I see this as conforming to sex roles, not 
forging ahead into new sexuality. Often S & M 
advocates call it sexual liberation. It seems 
anytime we smack on the label of liberation, 
it is suddenly okay. I think with this we 
have legitimate gripes; we can question them, 
we can criticize them because even if they 
switch roles (rare in S & M) they are still 
conforming to roles we all grew up with. In 
my idealistic way of thinking about it, I would 
like to eliminate those roles, but not in the 
sense of a bland continuum, a linear sexuality 
that is boring. 
D: S & M seems based on traditional heterosex 
ual relationships whether the male is the M or 
the female the S, whether it's between two men 
or two women. There is still an essential mod 
el. 
R: A few weeks ago, Andrea Dworkin was talking 
to our group in New York City about how there 
are two separate cultures, one male and the 
other female. When men look at an ad they see 
something totally different from what women see 
in the same ad. Now as we are looking at the 
issue of pornography, we are beginning to learn 
how men are viewing us. Before that, we have 
never had access to their language or their 
culture. Pornography reveals their culture. 
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