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On March 8th women around the world 
will celebrate International Women's Day 
with demonstrations demanding our libera 
tion and marking this date with a renew 
ed commitment to fight against economic, 
racist and sexist discrimination. 

Denied our history, few of us know 
that International Women's Day originated 
in the United States. In New York City 
on March 8th, 1857, a long cortege of war 

ravaged, widowed and poverty-stricken wo 
men garment workers carried picket signs 
demanding improved working conditions and 
the recognition of equal rights for wo 
men. 

"Decent wages! A ten-hour day!", the 
women called as they walked through the 
cold. When they reached the rich dis 

tricts, however, they were trampled and 

dispersed by police. Many were arrested. 
On March 8, 1908, marking the date 

of this earlier revolt, women workers in 
the needle trades again demonstrated on 
the Lower East Side of New York for the 
right to vote and an end to sweat shops 
and child labor. They too met the police. 

In 1910 Clara Zetkin, a German Soc 
ialist leader, placed a resolution before 
the Second International. She proposed 
that March 8th be observed each year as 
International Women's Day in memory of 
these first struggles. Her resolution 
met enthusiastic endorsement, and each 

year since, March 8th has been celebrated 

by women the world over. 
In 1917 Bolshevik women textile work 

ers in Petrograd's Viborg district went 
on strike against overgrown bread lines 
and poor living and working conditions. 
(Feb. 23, old calender) They asked other 

workers for support. No revolutionary 
organization had intended to strike that 

day as the time was thought unripe for 
militant action by the Bolshevik central 
committee. 

But other workers agreed to support 
the women with strikes, so the committee 
called workers into the streets. This 
date marked the first day of the Russian 
Revolution! Women took the leadership in 

initiating the struggle* 
Since 1911 women have celebrated In 

ternational Women's Day in other nations, 
but not for decades have thousands of wo 
men called for actions and demonstrations 
across the United States. This year many 
local marches and rallies are planned by 
women building a new women's liberation 
movement. What is this struggle about? 

SOCIALIZATION OF WOMEN 

We are taught from the time we are 
small that little girls grow up to be 
Mommys, not doctors, lawyers, or artists. 
We are taught that our place is in the 
home caring for the household. The toys 
little girls have-brooms, dolls, dishes 
all prepare her for this future. 

The schools also tell us that a wo 
man's primary place is in the home- or 
if she is working, she still is a maid 
servant. We're taught to be lady-like, 
i.e., obedient and polite. We're rarely 
encouraged to develop our potentials as 

people so that we might be able to do 
something in the world. We are taught 
home economics, typing and "manners", not 

physics, math or self-defense. We are 

programmed for future dependence. 
The schools don't teach us about big 

corporations and their huge profits made 
from the exploitation of workers. We 
don't learn about great women in history 
like Harriet Tubman, an escaped slave who 
made many dangerous trips down South to 
rescue other slaves. Or Mother Jones, 
who after a mine disaster that killed her 
husband and son, organized 20,000 Appala 
cian women to keep scabs out of the mines 
and to keep the miners union strong. Or 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, or Angelina Grimke, 
or Rosa Luxemburg or hundreds more who 
have fought for our civil liberties and 
the right to vote. 

WOMEN AT WORK 

We are told that a man's world is his 
house and that a woman's house is her 
world. 

Today that is a myth. Most women work 
because they have to. In 1967 62% of 
working women were supporting either them 
selves or others. They were either liv 

ing alone or had husbands who earned less 
than $5,000 a year. 
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Women have to work but we are being 
told that we don't. In 1963 36% of Amer 
ican families had an income of less than 
$5,000 per year, so it should be clear 
it's not just the needs of a handful of 
people. 

The largest single occupation of the 
28 million working women in this country 
is clerical work?typists, file clerks, 
bookkeepers, etc.--foilowed by service 
work and then semi-skilled factory oper 
ators. We are waitresses, cooks, hotel 
maids, assemblers and hospital attendents. 
We do the same kind of work in the job 
market as we do in the home?mothering, 
cleaning, serving and slaving. In the 
job market we get paid next to nothing; 
at home we get paid nothing. 

WOMEN AT HOME 

At home we are isolated, kept in pri 
vitized "work-places" where we do scut 
work that "Good Housekeeping" makes all 
kinds of attempts to glamorize. To re 
lieve our boredom we have been given gad 
gets and the outlet of consumption, but 
that is the pacifier of only the rich, 
and the noose around the neck of the rest, 

MARC 
whom it locks within the installment-cre 
dit system. 

The free labor that housewives perform 
is very useful to business. It allows 
men?the "real" workers-- to spend more 
time at the work place. It gets two work 
ers for the price of one. 

The family is the chief vehicle for 
keeping women in a subordinate position, 
as well as the proto-type for the creation 
of all other classes; it is the class di 
vision brought right into bed. Each man 
at least can have some "property", some 

power and control over someone; i.e., his 
wife and kids. Each woman must be sure 
her breadwinner continues to be a stable 
worker. The family guarantees the survi 
val of corporate, class America. 

WOMEN IN THE LABOR MARKET 

The ideology of women's role within 
the family allows women to be moved in 
and out of the labor force when needed. 
We are a reserve labor pool that business 
can keep around, not even classify as un 

employed, and use when necessary. During 
World War II we were recruited to fill in 
for fighting jgi^ 
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H 8 
provided, training was given, etc. After 
the war ended, we were forced out and 
back to the home as quickly as possible. 
Myths of maternal deprivation and glori 
fication of housewifery helped tremendous 

ly. 
But women have also been able to be 

used as scabs on the labor movement be 
cause of this mythology. Because we can 
be given low wages, because we will ac 

cept part-time work, because we are un 

organized, we can be used to break strikes, 
to provide workers cheap, etc. This bene 
fits not us but the bosses, since our 
measly salaries will not let us live in 
anything resembling luxury, especially 
when we are the sole support of our fami 
lies. 

WELFARE 

This society expects women and child 
ren to be financially supported by men. 
But many mothers don't have husbands and 
must support their families by themselves. 
It is difficult for women to find jobs 
that pay enough to adequately support a 
family. We suffer great discrimination 

in wages, are fired first and hired last, 
are essentially the most exploited sec 
tor of the labor force. In 1964 the med 
ian income for male workers was $6,283; 
for female workers it was $3,710. Non 
white women receive lower wages than white 
women, but all women receive lower wages 
than men. The income scale in the 
United States goes white men, black 
men, white women, and finally black 
women. Even when women can find full 
time work, we are grossly underpaid. 

Sometimes it is impossible for women 
to work, so we must turn to welfare. On 
welfare we have to feed a family on pen 
nies a day and live in fear that even 
that can be taken away. We have to ac 
count for every cent spent and are made 
to feel that we are inadequate human 

beings because we are supported by the 
government. What's more, they expect us 
to be grateful! 

Women around the country have organiz 
ed Welfare Rights organizations which 

give us the power to fight for more money 
to live on and better treatment. We are 
also organizing to fight a system that 
gives corporations millions and calls it 
subsidies, but gives women__Mld-jMl^r?lL__ 

[Jennie^inc^^sv^ 
WOMEN AND OUR BODIES 

Health care should be the right of 
all people, yet it is given based on our 
ability to pay. We suffer great degrada 
tion in maternity wards and severe ill 
ness and death when we cannot afford 

hospital admission or when we are turned 
away because of overcrowded conditions. 

The right to control our reproduction 
has been robbed from us. Misinformation 
surrounds birth control. Male supremac 
ist laws and prohibitive costs make safe 
abortions the last resort of only the 
rich. The rest of us must risk our lives 
and health at the hands of comer quacks 
or supposed friends. Many of us, especi 
ally black and brown women, are forced 
into tube tying operations at city hospi 
tals. 

And when we have children we are 

pressed into the isolation of raising 
them alone. We cannot get jobs with a 
clear mind since we cannot be assured our 
children are well taken care of while we 
are away. The only time this country 
gave us all free child care was when we 
were desperately needed as workers. That 

stopped all too soon when men, the "real" 
workers, returned from the war. 

WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD 

The United States is the foremost ag 
gressor nation in the world today and wo 

men in many countries are joining togeth 
er to fight with their men against U.S. 
military and economic domination. But 

they are also struggling for their liber 
ation as women who have been shrouded for 
centuries behind veils or closed doors. 

They are struggling to build new nations 
like Cuba. They are fighting to defend 
a nation at war for its life like Vietnam. 

They are fighting to liberate nations 
like Guinea from the stranglehold of ex 

ploitation. It is this international 

struggle that we must join as sisters. 

THE STRUGGLE 

Since women are both wage and non-wage 
workers, and since the basis for the ec 
onomic and social oppression we face can 
not be solved on bread and butter strug 
gles alone, it is necessary that we or 

ganize into one massive movement as sis 
ters who will fight sexism and exploita 
tion. We must all get together where we 

are, in hospitals, in industry, at ser 
vice jobs and at home in our communities. 

We need free medical care that is non 

profit and based on preventive medicine; 
free and safe contraception an?d abortion; 
free child-care facilities, day and night 
for all; wages paid to women for current 

ly unpaid work (during pregnancy, for 
childrearing, for domestic work at home); 
equal wages for equal work and an end to 
sexist and racist tracking and education. 

We want a system based on human needs, 
not on the profit of some off the exploi 
tation of all the others. We as women 
must create a total revolution- a class 
less society where racism and sexism can 
not exist. Only in solidarity can we be 
free, but only in struggle can we create 
that freedom. 

Join us in celebrating International 
Women's Day wherever you are: 

New York: Demonstration Sat., March 7th 
at 1:00 P.M. in Union Square. For further 
information contact Sue Davis or Sharon 
Martan of YAWF at 242-0225 or 675-2520. 

San Francisco: Demonstration Sun., 
March 8th from 1-4:00 P.M. at Dolores Park 
at Dolores and 18th Streets. 

Atlanta: Demonstration Sat., March 7th. 
Call Great Speckled Bird Office for further 
information. 

D.C: Celebration during Women's 
Pill Hearings. Call Women's Liberation 
office for further information: 232-5145. 
"How Women Lost Control Over Their Des 
tiny and How They Can Regain It" 
Speaker: Judy White, SWP gubernatorial 
candidate of New York in 1966. 
Sunday, March 8, 3:00 pm at George Wash 
ington Univ., Govt. Bldg., room 101. 
For more information call 462-4753. 
Sponsored by Young Socialist Alliance. 

By Marilyn Salzman-Webb 

and Norma Allen Lesser_ 
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